Introduction
On 18th September 2017, the British Government published its "Future Partnership Paper" on Security, Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice ["the fpp"]. The fpp is one in a series,1 the purpose of which is to tackle "key issues" that form part of its "vision" for the "new, deep and special partnership" that it wants to build with the European Union2 following the United Kingdom's withdrawal from that body. As the title of this particular volume suggests, it is concerned with the field of internal security and criminal justice cooperation, meaning that its contents ought to be of interest and relevance to readers of this journal. Accordingly, the purpose of this editorial is to subject the document to critical scrutiny and to draw attention to a number of important issues that it raises. Compared with certain other matters,3 the nature and extent of postBrexit relations in the criminal justice arena has received relatively muted debate.4 Given their intrinsic importance, this is both surprising and concerning. Regarded from that point of view, the publication of the fpp is a welcome event. Whether its contents merit a similarly positive reception is another matter.
Overall, the fpp is light on definitive detail; sharply skewed towards security, to the detriment of other dimensions of criminal justice; and conveys little sense of appreciation of the Union's likely perspective on the matters in hand. Bearing these characteristics in mind, the vision that it puts forward for the shape and character of prospective cooperation looks certain to confront the eu with a number of fundamental challenges. It is axiomatic that one focus of attention as the negotiations proceed will be the practical matter of the content, nature and scope of any resulting agreement. However, from the standpoint of commentators, scholars and other observers with an interest in the Union's evolution in this field, there should also be a second. As the editorial will proceed to illustrate, there is a golden opportunity here to scrutinise the Union's handling of the negotiations for insights into the contemporary status of criminal justice matters within the scheme of its affairs and, specifically, the weight to be attached to their housing within the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice ["afsj"].5 Before elaborating upon these deeper issues, the discussion will begin by analysing the contents of the fpp and considering how its proposals are likely to have been received by the rest of the eu.
